
Harrison County School District 

11072 Highway 49 Gulfport, MS 39503 
Telephone: (228)539-6500 Facsimile: (228)539-6507 

E. Mitchell King, Superintendent 

 

 

National School Bus Safety Week is held during the third full week of October each year. It is 

designed to promote awareness and cooperation among parents, students, teachers, motorists, 

school bus operators, school administrators, and other interested parties in addressing the 

importance of school bus safety. The theme for 2021 is “Be Safe - Know the Danger Zone”. 

Harrison County School District buses transport more than 10,000 students to and from school 

each day. In recognition of National School Bus Safety Week, HCSD Superintendent Mitchell 

King would like to remind motorists to exercise caution when around school buses, especially 

during the loading and unloading of children. 

Motorists are required to stop at least 10 feet from a school bus when the bus 

is loading or unloading children. Motorists must not proceed until all children have crossed the 

street to or from the school bus, the flashing red lights are no longer activated, and the stop sign 

on the side of the bus is retracted, in accordance with “Nathan’s Law”. This state law was named 

for Nathan Key, a five-year-old boy who was killed in 2009 in Jones County, MS, when a vehicle 

illegally passed his school bus as he was unloading. Another major component of Nathan’s Law 

allows for cameras to be installed on school bus arms. 

This year, the Harrison County School District is utilizing federal funds to equip its fleet of over 

200 buses with stop-arm cameras. The camera system captures a video clip of violations and an 

image of the violating vehicle’s license plate. The goal of the program is to increase stop-arm 

compliance and deter future violations to help ensure the safety of students. 

 

“We will have zero tolerance for anyone who passes a stopped school bus with its red warning 

lights, flashing stop signs, and/or crossing arms down. The safety of our students is of the utmost 

importance,” says Mr. King. 

HCSD is coordinating with law enforcement agencies to pursue charges against violators and in 

accordance with “Nathan’s Law”. If the driver of the violating vehicle is not readily identified, 

the registered owner of the vehicle will be cited for the violation. Please review “Nathan’s Law” 

in its entirety, along with other resources listed on the district website and social media that 

promote bus safety education in observance of National School Bus Safety Week. 


